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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Newburn  : 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year, 

I957* 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  again  increased,  this  year 
by  760  due  to  the  rehousing  of  some  of  the  overspill  population  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  to  private 
building.  The  increase  of  population  during  the  last  3  years  was 
3,090. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  total  number  of  births  and 
also  of  deaths.  The  birth  and  death  rates  approximated  those 
of  the  country  generally. 

It  is  a  point  of  special  note  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
dropped  to  23.5  per  1,000  live  births  from  39.7  the  previous  year 
and  was  level  with  the  rate  of  23.0  for  England  and  Wales  in  1957. 

An  increase  took  place  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system  to  61,  in  1957  including  16  at  the 
hospital,  from  38,  in  1956,  including  8  at  the  hospital. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  of 
all  sites  to  42,  in  1957  from  56,  in  1956  and  61,  in*i955.  The 
decline  was  chiefly  in  the  number  of  deaths  classified  as  due  to 
malignant  neoplasms  of  the  stomach. 

Another  decided  drop  was  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  diseases  generally,  from  42,  in  1956,  to  21,  in  1957. 
The  decrease  took  place  in  all  the  groups  in  this  classification, 
pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  in  other  respiratory  diseases.  # 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Influenza  rose  steeply  to  5  from 
none  registered  in  the  previous  year.  This  was  to  be  expected 
in  view  of  the  influenza  epidemic,  especially  in  the  frail  and  elderly. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  accidents,  other  than  motor 
vehicle  ones,  has  shown  a  slight  but  steady  decline  during  the  last 
few  years  and  is  an  encouragement  to  further  work  in  this  field. 

Without  going  exhaustively  into  previous  history  but  certainly 
in  the  last  10  years,  this  was  the  first  year  .when  no  death  from 
tuberculosis  of  any  form  was  registered. 
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Comparative  figures  were  3,  m  195b  and  4,  in  1955.  The 
incidence  of  the  disease,  however,  rose  to  21  notifications  of  pul¬ 
monary  tubercle  in  1957  from  16,  in  1956. 

Although  the  mortality  rate  has  very  greatly  improved,  there 
is  still  no  cause  for  complacency,  especially  in  the  matter  of  housing 
and  environmental  hygiene. 

The  number  of  inward  transfers  of  tuberculosis  to  the  district 
due  chiefly  to  the  new  houses  built  by  the  City  and  County  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  continued  as  in  the  last  five  years. 

The  assimilation  of  these  cases,  which  each  year  has  practically 
■equalled  the  number  of  new  notifications,  with  the  special  and 
general  services  of  the  District,  has  taken  place  gradually  and 
smoothly. 

There  was  a  rise  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  during  the  year  due  almost  entirely  to  the  usual  biennial 
increase  in  measles,  508  cases  being  notified  in  1957  and  631,  in 

*955- 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Food 
Poisoning  dropped  to  a  much  lower  level  in  1957.  On  the  other 
hand,  unfortunately,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Sonne  Dysentery  and  Primary  Pneumonia. 
In  dealing  with  the  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  Westerhope  it 
was  really  satisfying  to  be  able  to  offer  more  concrete  protection  to 
child  contacts  whose  parents  agreed  to  vaccination. 

The  response  of  the  parents  all  over  the  district  has  been 
excellent. 

Though  the  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery 
during  the  year  was  fairly  considerable,  the  majority  of  cases 
occurred  over  a  three  months  period  and  many  cleared  readily. 
Notifications  of  primary  pneumonia  increased  to  a  total  of  40,  in 
1957  compared  with  22,  in  1956.  There  was  a  rise  in  notifications 
during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  again  in  the  last 
three  months  when  influenza  was  prevalent. 

The  rehousing  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bank  Top,  Throckley, 
was  a  great  step  forward  in  slum  clearance.  The  demolition  of 
these  houses  has  already  much  improved  the  appearance  of  the 
district.  As  new  houses  become  available,  the  work  of  slum 
clearance  should  steadily  progress. 
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Throughout  the  year  a  careful  watch  was  kept  on  the  figures 
recorded  by  the  four  deposit  gauges  in  the  district  and  close  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Central  Electricity  Authority  maintained. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and 
in  particular  to  Mr.  Corney,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
steady  and  enthusiastic  work  throughout  the  year,  and  to  the 
Clerk  and  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  and 
help. 

Finally,  I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  the  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  support  and  encouragement  that 
they  have  afforded  me  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1, — VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

At  mid  year,  1957,  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
population  of  the  Urban  District  was  25,780,  an  increase  of  760 
on  the  mid  year  estimated  population  in  1956. 

In  the  last  three  years,  the  population  has  gradually  increased 
by  3,090,  due  mainly  to  the  rehousing  of  some  of  the  over-spill 
population  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  within  the  district. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  increased  slightly 
to  468  from  428  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was  chiefly  in 
the  number  of  male  births.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was 
similar  in  both  years. 

The  birth  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  was  16.9 
per  1,000  population  and  that  for  the  country  was  16. 1.  In  1956 
the  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  was  15.9  per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  still-births  rose  to  a  total  of  12  during  the  year, 
comparable  to  1954  when  14  were  registered.  In  the  intervening 
two  years,  there  had  been  a  total  of  six  in  each  year. 

The  still-birth  rate  was  25.0  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
compared  with  22.4  for  the  country  in  1957  and  13.8  for  this 
district  in  1956. 

Deaths. 

A  total  of  281  deaths  was  registered  in  the  year,  26  of  these 
occurring  in  the  Lemington  Hospital.  In  the  previous  year  a  total 
of  271  deaths  was  registered,  31  of  these  taking  place  in  the  hospital. 

The  death  rate  for  the  district  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distri¬ 
bution)  was  13.5  per  1,000  population  and  that  for  the  country 
was  11. 5.  In  1956  the  rate  for  the  district  was  12.9  per  1,000 
population. 

Natural  Increase  of  the  Population. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  excess  of  deaths  has  been  rising 
steadily  during  the  last  few  years  and  in  1957  was  187.  Comparable 
figures  were  157,  in  1956  and  141,  in  1955. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  11  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  com¬ 
pared  with  17  in  1956.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district 


7 


was  23.5  per  1,000  live  births,  a  similar  rate  to  that  for  England 
and  Wales  which  was  23.0.  The  rate  for  the  previous  year  was 
39.7  per  1,000  births  for  the  district  and  that  for  the  country  23.8. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  infant  mortlity  rate  again 
approximated  that  of  the  country  generally  as  it  did  in  1955. 

In  1956  the  rate  for  the  Urban  District  was  unfortunately  higher 
than  the  national  average.  With  comparatively  small  figures 
involved,  fluctuations  from  year  to  year  are  to  be  expected. 

The  number  of  neo-natal  deaths  declined  to  9  from  13  the 
previous  year.  Of  these  infant  deaths  occurring  within  the  first 
month  of  life,  3  were  due  to  prematurity,  2  to  intra-cranial  haemorr¬ 
hage,  one  to  pulmonary  haemorrhage,  2  to  congenital  abnormal- 
aties,  and  one  to  gastro-enteritis. 

Of  the  two  deaths  of  infants  occurring  after  the  first  month 
of  life  and  during  the  first  year,  one  was  due  to  a  congenital  defect 
and  one  to  asphyxia  due  to  accidental  inhalation  of  vomit. 

Though  showing  a  steady  improvement  year  by  year  the 
necessity  for  continued  meticulous  ante-natal  and  natal  care 
followed  by  constant  infant  care  in  all  its  branches  is  still  apparent 
even  though  the  use  of  the  newer  drugs  has  achieved  a  dramatic 
fall  in  infant  deaths  from  infective  causes. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  death  attributable  to 
pregnancy  or  childbirth  was  recorded.  The  maternal  mortality 
rate  for  the  country  was  0.47  per  i,oochotal  live  and  still  births. 

Individual  Causes  of  Death. 

The  number  of  deaths  classified  in  the  group  of  heart  and 
circulatory  diseases  was  95  compared  with  82  in  1956.  A  number 
of  these  deaths  occurred  at  the  Lemington  Hospital  which  admits 
elderly  women  patients  from  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital. 

A  total  of  61  deaths  was  registered  from  vascular  lesions  of 
the  nervous  system,  16  occurring  in  the  hospital.  In  the  previous 
year  there  were  38  deaths  in  this  group,  8  of  which  occurred  in  the 
hospital. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  again  dropped. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  of  all  sites 
was  42  in  1957,  56,  in  1956  and  61,  in  1955.  The  most  significant 
decrease  was  in  the  number  classified  as  due  to  malignant  neoplasm 
of  the  stomach  which  decreased  from  13,  in  1956  to  3,  in  1957. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  diseases  of  other  sites, 
including  that  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  remained  similar  in  both 
years. 

In  1957  there  were  two  deaths  from  leukaemia,  an  increase 
from  one  in  1956.  Deaths  from  diabetes  rose  to  three  in  1957  ; 
there  had  been  none  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  generally  totalled  21,  a 
sharp  decline  on  the  previous  year  when  the  high  number  of  42 
deaths  in  this  group  was  registered.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
pneumonia  dropped  by  10,  those  from  bronchitis  by  6  and  from 
other  respiratory  disease  by  5.  On  the  other  hand,  deaths  from 
influenza  rose  steeply  to  a  total  of  5  from  none  registered  in  the 
previous  year.  Four  of  these  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  when  the  influenza  epidemic  was  at  its  height. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  in  1957  and 
3  in  the  previous  year.  Three  of  the  deaths  in  1957  were  due  to 
being  knocked  down  by  a  motor  vehicle  and  one  to  a  collision  while 
riding  a  motor  bicycle. 

Deaths  from  other  accidents  decreased  to  four  in  1957  from  5, 
in  1956  and  n,  in  1955.  Of  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  1957, 
one  was  due  to  extensive  burns  in  an  elderly  person  whose  clothing 
caught  fire.  Another  was  due  to  a  fracture  resulting  from  an 
accidental  fall  at  home.  One  was  due  to  multiple  fractures 
received  by  an  elderly  person  when  blown  by  the  wind  against  some 
railings,  and  the  fourth  was  a  fracture  due  to  an  accidental  fall  of 
stone  at  a  colliery. 

Suicide. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  suicide  was  high,  six  deaths  being 
registered  in  1957,  five  in  1956  and  two  in  1955. 

Tuberculosis. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  death  from  any  form  of 
tuberculosis  was  registered  during  the  year.  The  mortality  from 
this  disease  has  been  steadily  declining  but  this  is  the  first  year 
when  none  has  occurred. 

In  the  previous  two  years  there  had  been  three  deaths  in  each 
year  registered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  none  from  the 
non-pulmonary  form. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  showed  a  rise  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  pulmonary  tubercle  to  21,  in  1957  from  16  in  1956 
and  24  in  1955.  There  was  a  drop  in  notifications  of  non-pulmonary 


9 


tubercle  to  two,  in  1957  from  7,  in  1956,  when  the  number  of  these 
notifications  was  unusually  high. 

The  rise  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  1957 
was  in  males,  in  the  5-14  years  and  the  45-64  years  age  groups, 
that  in  the  other  age  groups  remained  similar. 

Following  the  pattern  of  the  last  few  years.  22  cases  of 
tuberculosis  (21  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary)  were  inwardly 
transferred  to  the  Urban  District,  chiefly  to  the  new  housing 
estates  built  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  within  the  Urban  District. 

The  number  of  inwardly  transferred  notifications  of  the 
disease  during  the  period  1953  to  1957,  was  107  (102  pulmonary 
and  5  non-pulmonary)  at  December  31st,  1957. 

For  the  same  period  of  years,  the  number  of  new  notifications 
was  127,  (105  cases  of  pulmonary  and  22  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis). 

During  the  last  three  to  four  years,  the  number  of  inwrard 
transfers  of  this  disease  to  the  district  each  year  almost  equals  the 
number  of  primary  notifications  and  therefore  practically  doubles 
the  number  of  tuberculous  persons  on  the  register,  with  a  corres¬ 
ponding  increase  in  the  use  of  the  general  and  special  service 
devoted  to  their  care. 

High  priority  has  been  given  for  many  years  by  the  Council 
in  the  rehousing  of  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
especially  where  unsuitable  housing  conditions  exist,  and  where 
other  persons,  especially  children,  are  at  risk  from  active  infection. 

During  the  year,  14  tuberculous  persons  were  rehoused,  and  66 
during  the  last  few  years. 

The  drop  in  the  mortality  is  encouraging  but  the  slight  rise  in 
incidence  emphasises  the  need  for  continued  effort  in  providing 
suitable  environmental  conditions,  especially  housing  accommod¬ 
ation. 

Mass  Radiography. 

A  visit  was  paid  to  the  district  by  the  unit  operating  from  the 
General  Hospital,  Newxastle,  on  October  22nd  to  29th. 

Public  Sessions  were  held  at  Lemington,  Newburn  and 
Throckley.  A  total  of  1,455  persons  attended,  and  19  (15  male, 
4  female)  were  referred  for  further  investigation.  The  attendance 
was  reasonably  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  inclement  weather. 

Sessions  will  be  held  at  a  later  date  in  other  parts  of  the 
district. 
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II  GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

During  the  year,  the  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  was  685.  This  was  a  great  increase  on  the  number  notified 
in  1956,  namely  253  but  was  slightly  smaller  than  870  notifications 
in  1955.  In  1957  and  in  1955,  the  bulk  of  notifications  was  of 
measles. 

Measles. 

Following  the  usual  pattern  of  biennial  increase,  a  total  of 
508  cases  were  notified  in  1957  compared  with  27,  in  1956  and 
631,  in  1955.  The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  February  and 
March  when  207  and  158  cases  respectively  were  notified. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  April  a  total  of 
428  cases  was  notified,  250  in  West  Denton,  56  in  Lemington,  51 
in  Westerhope,  48  in  Throckley  and  23  in  Newburn.  The  rate  of 
notifications  declined  considerably  after  that  during  the  next  three 
months. 

The  greater  number  of  cases  were  in  the  West  Denton  district, 
the  number  of  notifications  being  moderate  in  the  other  districts. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  had  risen  to  45  in  1956, 
dropped  to  a  more  usual  level  in  1957,  12  cases  being  notified. 
These  occurred  sporadically  during  the  year  and  were  of  a  very 
mild  type. 

Whooping  Cough. 

After  a  rise  in  notifications  to  131  in  the  previous  year,  notific¬ 
ations  of  whooping  cough  dropped  to  a  total  of  44  in  the  year  under 
review.  Each  year  sees  an  increase  in  the  number  of  parents  having 
their  children  immunised  against  whooping  cough,  usually  with  a 
combined  antigen.  This  now  seems  to  be  bearing  fruit  in  a 
gradually  lowering  incidence  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  ninth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diptheria  was 
notified.  A  few  details  of  the  immunisation  state  of  the  children 
of  the  district  are  given  in  the  appropriate  section.  Every  endeavour 
is  necessary  so  that  the  importance  of  immunisation  against  this 
disease  is  not  overlooked, 


Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Three  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  1957. 
There  had  been  none  the  previous  year  and  four,  in  1955. 

All  three  cases  occurred  in  Westerhope. 

The  first  case,  a  boy  of  7J  years  was  notified  on  September 
17th  and  removed  to  the  Walkergate  Hospital  the  same  day. 

The  illness  was  of  a  severe  type  with  involvement  of  the 
respiratory  muscles,  and  the  patient  has  been  in  a  mechanical 
respirator  since  admission  to  hospital.  Progress  has  been  very 
slow. 

The  second  case,  a  boy  of  11  years,  was  notified  on  September 
2 1st  and  the  patient  also  removed  to  Walkergate  Hospital  the  same 
day.  The  illness  was  not  so  severe  a  type,  but  there  was  some 
paralysis  of  limb  muscles. 

The  two  children  were  classmates.  Close  contacts  of  the 
cases,  29  in  all,  including  classmates,  home  playmates  and  little 
guests  at  a  children’s  party  held  on  September  9th  were  excluded 
from  school  and  kept  under  home  and  garden  isolation  for  21  days. 

During  the  period,  regular  visits  were  paid  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  to  the  excluded  children  and  the  parents 
advised  both  verbally  and  by  leaflet  as  to  the  measures  to  be 
taken.  The  co-operation  of  the  parents  was  excellent. 

The  third  case  of  poliomyelitis,  a  man  of  27  years,  was  notified 
on  December  23rd  and  unfortunately,  proved  fatal  within  a  few 
days. 

The  patient  and  family  had  removed  to  a  new  houes  in  this 
district  from  a  neighbouring  authority  only  about  three  weeks 
previously. 

Nearly  all  the  close  contacts  of  the  case  lived  outside  the 
Urban  District  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  three  nearby 
districts  were  informed. 

For  the  first  time  in  history  it  was  possible  to  offer  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis  for  the  child  contacts  of  these  three  cases. 
The  parents  eagerly  accepted  and  the  children  were  vaccinated 
after  the  incubation  period.  Indeed,  vaccination  of  all  the  children 
in  Westerhope,  whose  parents  had  registered  them,  were  done  at 
an  early  date. 

Sonne  Dysentery. 

There  was  a  rise  in  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  year, 
71  cases  being  notified  compared  with  12,  in  1956  and  116  in  1955. 


The  cases  occurred  chiefly  during  the  three  months  of  April, 
May  and  June  sporadically  throughout  the  district,  more  especially 
in  Lemington.  There  were  a  number  of  positive  symptomless 
excretors  among  the  family  contacts.  Surveillance  was  main¬ 
tained  on  both  patients  and  positive  excretors  and  a  considerable 
number  of  stool  specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Clearance  of  stools  was  obtained  fairly  readily  under  treatment 
by  the  family  doctors  and  in  the  later  months  of  the  year  only  the 
occasional  case  was  notified.  One  case,  who  was  a  food  handler, 
was  kept  off  the  handling  of  food  until  consecutive  negative  stool 
specimens  were  obtained.  The  patient  was  given  work  by  his 
employers  other  than  the  actual  handling  of  food. 

A  case  of  Amoebic  dysentery,  originally  contracted  in  Malaya 
occurred  in  Throcklev. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  compared  with  7  in 
the  previous  year.  In  a  suspected  case  at  Throckley,  in  which 
Salmonella  Anatum  was  found  to  be  present  in  the  stools,  no  link 
with  food  could  be  established.  There  were  no  positive  contacts 
and  the  stools  cleared  quite  quickly. 

Another  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  investigated 
with  negative  results. 

Pneumonia. 

A  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  primary 
influenzal  pneumonia  took  place  in  1957,  a  total  of  40  cases  being 
notified  compared  with  22,  in  1956,  and  27,  in  1955. 

Nearly  half  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year  but  several  were  notified  during  the  summer  months. 

A  rise  in  incidence  occurred  in  the  autumn,  coincidental  with 
the  prevalence  of  influenza,  five  cases  being  notified  in  October 
and  three,  in  December. 

Influenza. 

On  September  17th,  notice  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
National  Insurance  that  claims  for  sickness  benefit  for  that  week 
had  exceeded  30%  of  those  for  the  previous  week. 

From  information  received  from  the  general  practitioners  of 
the  district  and  from  the  schools,  severe  common  colds  were 
prevalent  and  also  a  number  of  cases  of  influenza. 
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[n  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  general  practitioners  kept  a  special  watch  for  cases  of  influenza, 
as  distinct  from  the  common  cold  and  its  complications.  The 
first  cases  of  influenza  occurred  in  September  and  from  then  till 
the  end  of  the  year  spread  gradually  through  the  district. 

The  illness  was  mainly  of  a  mild  type  lasting  a  few  days  but 
in  several  cases  there  wrere  complications  including  influenzal 
pneumonia. 


III.— HOUSING. 

Slum  clearance  work  pioceeded  more  rapidly,  36  families 
occupying  unfit  houses  were  rehoused  during  the  year  and  demol¬ 
ition  of  the  unfit  houses  commenced. 

It  is  hoped  that  further  work  of  slum  clearance  will  continue 
steadily  over  the  next  few  years  and  the  unfit  houses  in  the  Council’s 
10  year  programme  cleared. 

In  1 957,  1 18  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  and  387  privately, 
chiefly  at  Westerhope.  In  addition,  80  houses  were  built,  mainly 
at  Westerhope,  by  the  City  and  County  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,087  applicants  for  Council 
houses,  472  sub-tenants,  467  tenants  and  148  aged  persons.  These 
figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing  Welfare  Officer. 

In  December,  1957,  the  Council’s  house-letting  points  scheme 
was  revised,  the  coding  for  ill-health  factors  slightly  altered  as  the 
previous  code  was  considered  to  be  slightly  overweighted  in  favour 
of  acute  active  tuberculosis  for  present  day  conditions. 


IV.— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  50. 

One  burial  took  place  under  this  section.  In  the  previous 
year  there  had  been  two. 

Section  47. 

Numerous  visits  were  paid  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  under  this  section  especially  in  the  case  of  an  elderly  man 
living  in  Lemington.  At  first,  the  services  of  a  home  help  slightly 
improved  conditions  but  in  November  a  deterioration  was  evident, 
and  removal  to  the  Thomas  Taylor  Homes  took  place.  Formal 
action  was  not  necessary. 
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V.— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938-55. 

The  number  of  food  shops  has  increased  to  a  total  of  116,  9 
new  shops  being  built. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
and  on  the  whole  a  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  maintained. 

Further  details  of  interest  on  this  section  are  contained  in  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  report. 

VI. — ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  figures  in  the  total  amount  of 
deposit  recorded  monthly  in  the  four  deposit  gauges  sited  at 
Newburn,  Walbottle,  Lemington  Hospital  and  Cemetery. 

In  two  sites,  Newburn  and  Lemington  Cemetery  a  reduction 
in  the  total  amount  of  deposit  took  place  in  1957  from  30.35  tons 
per  square  mile  to  21.96  at  Newburn  and  15.12  to  12.63  f°ns  Per 
square  mile  at  Lemington  cemetery.  At  the  other  two  sites  there 
was  an  increase. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  with 
officials  of  the  Central  Electricity  Authority  and  the  position 
closely  watched. 

v/ 

With  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  in  July,  1958, 
Power  Station  emissions  come  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate. 


VII.— HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Talks  on  health  subjects  were  given  to  groups  of  people  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year.  In  particular, 
a  series  of  six  lectures  on  clean  food  handling  was  given,  and  also 
some  lectures  on  accidents  in  the  home  and  on  clean  air. 


VIII— WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 

The  old  peoples'  welfare  committee  of  the  district  which  had 
commenced  a  choropodv  service  for  the  old  people  in  1956  continued 
this  service  throughout  the  year.  It  has  proved  ®f  great  benefit 
to  the  old  people  as  have  the  other  activities  of  this  committee  and 
its  co-ordination  with  other  committees  looking  after  the  welfare 
of  the  elderly. 


IX.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  details  under  this  section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr. 
Cornev,  Senior  Public  Health  Officer. 

Health  Services  in  the  District. 

(a)  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

There  is  one  hospital,  the  Lemington  Hospital,  situated  in  the 
district,  which  admits  aged  chronic  patients  (female). 

Patients  from  this  district  are  admitted  to  hospitals  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Hexham  groups,  and  cases  of  infectious  disease  to 
the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Disease,  Walkergate,  Newcastle  upon 

Tyne. 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle 
under  the  care  of  the  Senior  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Hurrell.  Admis¬ 
sion  to  a  Sanatorium  in  the  region  or  to  the  Walkergate  or  General 
Hospital  occurs  very  quickly,  usually  within  a  few  days  of  diagnosis. 

Children  at  risk  are  now  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  either  at 
clinics  or  at  school,  with  the  parent’s  consent. 

(c)  Local  Authority  Services. 

Sections  (3),  (4),  (5),  (6)  and  the  care  of  the  buildings  under 
Section  (2)  are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council. 

(1)  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

There  are  six  nurse/midwives  resident  in  the  district — two 
at  Throckley,  one  at  Westerhope,  two  at  West  Denton  and  one  at 
Lemington. 

An  additional  nurse  was  appointed  in  1956  to  deal  with  the 
needs  of  the  new  population  in  the  West  Denton  district. 

(2)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

Four  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  function  in  the 
district  as  follows  : — 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Mayfield  Avenue, 
Throckley. 

The  West  Denton  Association  Hall,  Middle  Gate,  West  Denton. 
The  Methodist  School  Hall,  Algernon  Road,  Lemington. 
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“  Lindisfarne  ”,  Stamfordham  Road,  Westerhope. 

There  are  regular  sessions  for  babies,  children,  expectant 
mothers  and  for  dental  treatment. 

(3)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  all  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  centres,  by  the  general  practitioners 
and,  at  intervals,  at  the  schools. 

At  December  31st,  1957,  87%  (91%)  of  the  total  child  popul¬ 
ation  had  been  immunised  at  some  time  during  their  lives,  including 
71%  (7 6%)  of  the  children  0-4  years  and  98%  (98%)  of  the  children 
5-14  years.  The  numbers  in  brackets  show  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  Immunity  Index  showing  the  number  of  children  in 
each  age  group  immunised  during  the  last  five  years  was  as 
follows  : — 

Children  under  one  year  20%  (22%) 

,,  1—4  years  87%  (91%) 

„  5—14  years  70%  (73%)  with  a  total 

Immunity  Index  for  all  children  of  71%  (75%). 

In  1957  there  was  a  slight  all  round  decrease  in  the  percentage 
of  children  immunised  but  this  is,  it  is  hoped,  of  a  temporary 
nature  as  the  vaccination  campaign  against  poliomyelitis  was  in 
full  swing  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  and  other  injections 
probably  postponed. 

The  value  of  protection  against  diphtheria  is  still  as  great  as 
ever  and  the  level  of  immunisation  needs  to  be  kept  up. 

Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis. 

398  children  up  to  15  years  of  age  received  prophylactic 
injections  against  whooping  cough,  the  majority  with  a  combined 
antigen,  compared  with  342,  in  1956  and  141,  in  1955. 

Each  year  many  more  parents  decide  to  give  their  children 
this  protection  and  in  1957  there  was  a  decided  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  throughout  the  district. 

Tetanus. 

The  triple  antigen  of  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus 
was  used  for  38  children  at  the  parents’  request  compared  with  43 
in  1956. 


Smallpox. 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  rose 
slightly  to  175  from  154  the  previous  year.  There  were  24  re- 
vaccinations. 

These  figures  show  little  improvement  during  the  last  few 
years  and  certainly  leave  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  at 
risk  should  a  case  of  smallpox  arise,  which  in  these  days  of  rapid 
and  increasing  travel  is  quite  possible. 

Continued  efforts  are  made  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated  in  infancy. 

(4)  Poliomyelitis. 

This  year  saw  the  commencement  of  the  big  campaign  of 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis.  Before  this  campagn  a  small 
number  of  registered  children  in  certain  selected  age  groups  had 
been  done  but  as  supplies  of  vaccine  became  available  registered 
children  up  to  15  years  of  age  received  two  doses  of  vaccine  either 
at  clinics  or  school  sessions  or  bv  their  own  doctors. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1,638  children  had  received  two  in¬ 
jections  and  the  campaign  continues  as  vaccine  becomes  available. 

(5)  Ambulance  Service. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  service  operates  from  the  depot  at 
Westway,  Throckley  and  is  radio  controlled.  After  4-0  p.m.  till 
8-0  a.m.  on  weekdays  and  from  Saturday  noon  to  8-0  a.m.  on 
Mondays,  all  calls  are  received  at  the  Wideopen  depot  and  relayed 
to  the  Throckley  station  and  vehicles. 

In  1957,  ambulances  of  the  Throckley  station  made  3,599 
journies,  carried  13,433  patients,  including  779  accidents  and 
1.865  stretcher  cases  and  did  a  total  mileage  of  105,837  miles,  a 
slight  increase  in  mileage  and  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
patients  carried. 

These  figures  relate  to  patients  in  neighbouring  districts  of 
the  South  Area  as  well  as  to  those  living  in  the  Urban  District. 

(6)  Home  Help  Service. 

A  total  of  222  (210)  patients  resident  in  the  Urban  District 
received  the  service  of  a  home  help  for  varying  periods.  The 
cases  include  80  (123)  aged  and  infirm  people,  n  (14)  confinements 
19  (19)  of  acute  illness,  8  (7)  blind  persons,  and  4(8)  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis. 
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(7)  Care  and  After  Care. 

The  Newburn  and  Prudhoe  after  care  committee  continued 
to  hold  regular  meetings  throughout  the  year.  Though  the 
number  of  patients  suffering  from  tubercle  and  in  need  of  assistance 
with  food,  travelling  expenses,  aid  to  convalescence  etc.  has 
dropped  in  recent  years,  the  sub-committee  extended  their 
activities  to  include  necessitous  cases  of  cardiac  disease  and  other 
chest  diseases. 

(8)  Nursing  Care  Committee. 

Throckley,  Westerhope  and  Lemington  Nursing  Care  Commit¬ 
tees  continued  their  work  steadily  throughout  the  year.  114 
articles  of  nursing  equipment  have  been  on  loan  during  the  year  as 
well  as  several  wheel  chairs.  An  additional  lock  and  an  electric 
light  point  have  been  installed  in  the  home  of  an  elderly  lady  living 
alone. 

The  Secretaries  are  : — 

The  Rev.  J.  E.  Jameson,  The  Vicarage,  Lemington. 

Mr.  G.  Petrie,  11,  Ash  Street,  Throckley. 

Mr.  S.  Gray,  24,  Ellesmere  Avenue,  Westerhope. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS! 


Particulars  of  District  : 

Area  (in  Acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,648 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  .  .  .  .  25,780 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  .  .  8,370 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  £909 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £218,174 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : 

Males  Females 

Total 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

.  .231 

228 

459 

,,  ,,  (Illegitimate) 

•  •  4 

5 

9 

Still  Births 

•  •  3 

9 

12 

Deaths 

.  .144 

137 

281 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
vStill  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 
Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1  year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


16.9 

0.47 

13*5 

23A 


Deaths  from  : 

Cancer  (all  ages)  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  vears) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  NEWBURN  AREA,  1957 

(Registrar  General’s  Return). 

Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  deaths  in  the  Lemington  Hospital. 


ALL  CAUSES 

Male 

Female 

Total 

i. 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

— 

— 

- - 

2. 

Tuberculosis  Others 

— 

— 

— 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

— 

2 

4- 

Diphtheria .  . 

— 

— 

— 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Miningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

- — - 

- — 

9- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

IO. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

ii. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  . 

7 

2(1) 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5(i) 

5 

I3- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

13 

11(1) 

24 

14. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

15- 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

2(1) 

3 

i7- 

Vascular -lesions  of  nervous  system 

25 

36(16) 

61 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

30 

14(1) 

44 

19- 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

27 

34 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

6 

13 

22. 

Influenza  .  . 

2 

3 

5 

23- 

Pneumonia 

— 

3 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

13 

2(1) 

15 

25- 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  duodenum  .  . 

2 

2 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— - 

31- 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases.  . 

1 1 

10(4) 

21 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

34- 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

35- 

Suicide 

4 

2 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

1 

20 


BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Births  Deaths  Infant  Mortality 


England  &  England  &  England  & 


Year 

Newburn 

W  ales 

Newburn 

Wales 

Newburn 

Wales 

1943 

19.85 

17.0 

12.5 

12. 1 

49.84 

49.0 

1944 

21.29 

18. 1 

10.46 

11. 6 

56.51 

46.0 

1945 

19.69 

16.5 

12.83 

11. 4 

48.52 

46.0 

1946 

21.14 

19.6 

n-43 

n.5 

53-63 

43-0 

1947 

23.27 

21.0 

IO.9 

12.0 

43-48 

41.0 

1948 

19.62 

18.3 

II. 2 

10.8 

28.64 

34-° 

1949 

18. 11 

16.7 

11.32 

11. 7 

30.8 

32.0 

1950 

17.9 

15.8 

12.9 

11. 6 

48.7 

29.8 

1951 

17.2 

15-5 

10.05 

12.5 

34-5 

29.6 

1952 

15.7 

15.3 

10.03 

n-3 

29.1 

27.6 

1953 

i5-9 

I5-5 

II. 01 

n.4 

43-2 

26.8 

1954 

16.4 

15.2 

13.3 

H-3 

46.8 

25-5 

1955 

16.7 

15.0 

13.2 

11. 7 

25-5 

24.9 

1956 

jy.i 

15-7 

IO.9 

11.7 

397 

23.8 

1957 

16.9 

16. 1 

T3-5 

II*5 

23-5 

23.0 

Infant  Mortality,  1957 — 11  deaths 


Neo  Natal  Deaths  : 

Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Intracranial  haemorrhage  .  .  2 

Pulmonary  haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  1 

Congenital  defects  .  .  .  .  2 

Castro  enteritis  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Deaths  between  one  Month  and  end  of  First  Year  of  Life  : 

Congenital  defect.  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Accident  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  —  YEAR,  1957 
NUMBER  OF  CASES  —  CIVILIANS 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


Appended  is  a  summary  of  Bacteriological  Reports  received 
from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General 
Hospital  on  specimens  submitted  by  Local  Medical  Practitioners 
and  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Positive  Negative 


Faeces  specimens  Salmonella  .  .  .  .  6  3 

Faeces  specimens  for  Sonne  Dysentery  .  .  299  676 

Faeces  specimens  for  Protozoe  .  .  .  .  —  3 

Throat  swab  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  3  1 

Throat  swab  for  Haemolytic  Staphylococci  —  1 

Throat  swab  for  Vincent's  Angina  .  .  —  3 

Throat  swab  for  Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  —  1 


FOOD  POISONING  RETURN— 1957 

Total  Outbreaks — Nil.  Total  Cases — Nil. 


Outbreaks  due  to  : — 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella  organisms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(d)  Cl.  Botulinum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(e)  Other  bacteria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 


Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause  : 

Total  Outbreaks — Nil.  Total  Cases — Nil. 

Single  Cases  :  One  not  identified  (convalescent  carrier). 

Agent  Identified.  Unknown  Cause.  Total 

1  Salmonella  Anatum  Nil.  1 

(Notification  not  confirmed  after  investigation). 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Year. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total. 

1943 

14 

3 

17 

J944 

12 

1 

13 

1945 

7 

4 

11 

1946 

12 

4 

16 

1947 

15 

2 

17 

1948 

12 

2 

14 

1949 

9 

1 

10 

1950 

9 

1 

10 

1951 

5 

1 

6 

1952 

6 

2 

8 

1953 

1 

— 

1 

1954 

4 

— 

4 

1955 

4 

— 

4 

1956 

3 

— 

3 

1957  | 

“ 

TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Year. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1943 

22 

13 

5 

5 

45 

1944 

8 

1 1 

4 

2 

25 

1945 

12 

7 

2 

3 

24 

1946 

16 

12 

7 

2 

37 

1947 

18 

12 

8 

3 

4i 

1948 

15 

13 

1 

4 

33 

1949 

17 

13 

7 

3 

40 

1950 

21 

16 

1 

3 

4i 

I95I 

21 

14 

3 

7 

45 

1952 

22 

16 

2 

1 

4i 

1953 

15 

9 

3 

3 

30 

x954 

1 1 

9 

1 

2 

23 

*955 

15 

9 

1 

3 

28 

1956 

7 

9 

2 

5 

23 

1957 

14 

7 

1 

1 

23 

20 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 

Miss  Joyce  Greenwood  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  department 
in  July,  Mf^s  .Watson  having  resigned  in  June. 

Mr.  George  Graham  was  appointed  as  a  Pupil  to  take  a  four- 
years  course  to  qualify  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  policy 
of  paid-pupillage  as  approved  by  the  National  Joint  Council  and 
supported  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  was 
considered  to  be  the  most  suitable  method  of  helping  to  overcome 
the  shortage  of  inspectors. 

The  statistical  tables  included  in  the  report  give  an  indication 
of  the  extent  of  the  work  of  the  department  and  the  following 
observations  enlarge  on  items  of  particular  interest. 

HOUSING. 

Re-housing  from  clearance  area  properties  proceeded  more 
quickly  than  in  previous  years,  36  families,  including  7  from 
individual  unfit  houses,  being  rehoused. 

Houses  made  fit  included  76  after  informal  action  and  15 
after  statutory  action. 

In  two  cases  legal  proceedings  were  about  to  be  instituted 
when  repair  work  was  commenced  and  the  proceedings  were  not 
furthered. 

Earth  closets  at  a  farm  house  and  cottage  were  converted  to 
the  water-carriage  system,  the  Council  paying  £45  6s.  6d.,  37%  of 
the  total  cost  incurred. 

Photographs  between  pages  26  &  27  show  part  of  Bank  Top, 
Throckley  Clearance  Area  and  old  peoples  bungalows  at  The 
Retreat,  Newburn,  built  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Weatherley 
the  Council’s  architect. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company  and  continues  to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  quality  and 
quantity. 


Council’s  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows,  The  Retreat,  Newburn. 

(■ Photograph  by  Surveyor’s  Department) 


Old  Colliery  Houses,  Bank  Top,  Throckley.  (Now  demolished). 

( Photograph  by  Mr.  G.  C.  Hill). 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION. 

265  visits  were  made  to  food  handling  premises,  including 
vans  and  travelling  shops  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  formal  action  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  Warnings  were  given  to  the  drivers  of  several 
vans  for  using  tepid  instead  of  hot  water,  and  two  person?  were 
cautioned  for  smoking  while  engaged  in  food  handling. 

The  kitchen  at  the  Council  offices  was  reconstructed  in 
compliance  with  the  Food  Hygeine  Regulations,  a  new  cooker  and 
stainless  steel  sink  unit  being  installed,  non-absorbent  table  tops 
fitted  and  the  lighting  and  ventilation  improved. 

Four  cases  of  food  containing  foreign  matter  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  In  one,  part  of  a  ball-type  pen  was  found  in  a 
loaf  of  bread,  in  the  second,  a  small  piece  of  soil  and  fibre  was  found 
in  a  loaf,  in  the  third  a  slug  was  in  a  bottle  of  milk  and  in  the  fourth 
case  particles  of  glass  were  distributed  throughout  a  6  lb.  jar  of 
sweets. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  bakery  firms  involved  in  the 
first  two  cases,  but  it  was  established  in  the  case  of  the  slug  in  the 
milk  bottle,  that  the  slug  had  not  gained  access  at  the  pasteurising 
plant  nor  at  the  retail  dairy  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

In  the  fourth  case,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the 
retailer,  wholesaler  and  manufacturer  appeared  at  court.  The 
retailer  was  fined  £5  plus  costs. 

Nine  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterilogical 
examination.  Four  of  the  samples  were  classified  in  Grade  one 
of  the  Provisional  Grades,  two  in  Grade  2  and  two  in  Grade  3.  A 
third  sample  from  the  retailer  whose  first  two  samples  were  in 
Grade  3  was  placed  in  Grade  2. 

Eight  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  and  one  of  T.T.  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Readings  from  four  deposit  gauges  sited  at  Newburn  Sub¬ 
station,  St.  Cuthbert’s  school,  Walbottle,  Lemington  Hospital  and 
Lemington  Cemetery  were  again  kindly  supplied  by  the  Central 
Electricity  Authority  who  maintain  the  gauges.  The  highest 
average  monthly  deposit  (21.96  tons  per  sq.  mile)  was  recorded 
at  Newburn  Sub-station  and  the  lowest  (12.63  tons  per  sq.  mile) 
at  Lemington  Cemetery.  These  figures  show  a  reduction  on  those 
of  the  previous  year  which  were  30.35  and  15.12  tons  per  sq.  mile 
respectively. 
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The  total  average  pollution  as  recorded  by  the  four  gauges 
showed  a  reduction  from  17.48  tons  per  sq.  mile  in  1956  to  15.59 
tons  per  sq.  mile  in  1957. 

I  would  like  to  mention  the  courtesy  extended  by  Mr.  Garnett, 
Station  Superintendent  at  Stella  North  Power  Station  on  the 
occasions  I  visited  the  Station  to  discuss  the  problem  caused  by 
emission  of  dust  from  the  chimneys  serving  the  boiler  plants  there. 
The  maintainance  of  the  electro-static  precipitators  at  the  highest 
possible  efficiency  was  recognised  as  being  the  best  means  of 
reducing  to  a  minimum  the  emission  of  dust,  and  experiemnts  to 
this  end  were  continually  taking  place. 

A  daily  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  Volumetric  Apparatus 
was  installed  in  the  Health  Department  and  readings  commenced 
in  November.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  we  were  one  of  the 
first  Urban  Districts  in  the  T3/neside  area  to  operate  this  type  of 
apparatus,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  helpful  in  determining  the 
extent  of  pollution  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Council  Offices. 
The  propaganda  value  of  the  apparatus  should  be  useful  in  imple¬ 
menting  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  195b  both  from 
industrial  stand-point  and  the  domestic  one  involving  smoke  control 
areas. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Over  1,000  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  cases  of 
notifiable  disease.  Most  of  the  visits  were  concerned  with  cases  of 
Dysentery,  975  stool  specimens  being  dealt  with.  Of  the  remainder, 
some  100  visits  were  made  to  contacts  of  two  cases  of  Acute 
Poliomyelitis. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE. 

A  second  S  &  D  fore  &  ail  tipping  freighter  was  purchased  in 


January.  The  Council  fleet  of 
consists  of  the  following 

Year  of 

refuse  collection 

vehicles  m 

Vehicle 

Manufacture 

Capacity 

Type 

Karrier  Bantam 

1943 

7  cu.  yds. 

Side  loader 

y  y  )  y 

1949 

7  „  '  „ 

»  y  n 

Karrier  C.K.3 

1951 

10  ,, 

y  y  y  y 

S  &  D 

1953 

16/18  ,, 

Rear 

S  &  D 

x957 

16/18  „ 

y  y  y  y 

The  1 Q43  vehicle  is  used  as  a  standby. 

Salvage  is  collected  by  trailers  attached  to  the  four  ‘  regular  ’ 
freighters. 
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Staff  includes  a  foreman,  4  drivers,  4  chargemen,  r3  binlifters, 
2  tip  attendants  and  a  salvage  baler  (also  spare  driver). 

Mr.  Gray  completed  his  first  full  year  as  foreman  and  I  would 
acknowledge  his  ability  and  enthusiasm.  The  relationship  between 
the  department  and  the  men  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year. 

A  copy  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Costing  Return  is  included  in 
the  statistical  section  of  the  report.  Our  costs  compare  favour¬ 
ably  with  those  of  similar  districts. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

In  place  of  employing  a  retired  person  in  a  part  time  capacity 
as  rodent  operative  it  was  decided  to  incorporate  this  work  in  Mr. 
Gray’s  duties.  Without  the  use  of  a  5  cwt.  van  purchased  in 
July,  this  arrangement  would  not  have  been  feasible  but  it  has 
wrorked  satisfactorily. 

The  van  has  also  proved  of  great  value  in  facilitating  Mr. 
Murray’s  work. 

Details  of  this  aspect  of  the  department’s  work  are  set  out  on 
page  34. 


CONCLUSION. 


I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  to  the  other  officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

Mr.  Murray  has  given  me  valuable  assistance  and  Miss  Green¬ 
wood  has  displayed  considerable  ability  in  dealing  with  the  clerical 
ramifications  of  the  department.  Mr.  Graham’s  progress  as 
Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  has  been  satisfactory. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CORNEY, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT. 

Nature  of  Inspections  :  Visits. 

Disinfection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Disinfestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  265 

Housing  and  Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  736 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  989 

Ice-Cream  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Meat  Inspection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  150 

Milk  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  Section  47  .  .  20 

,,  ,,  >■>,>,  5°  •  •  I3 

Nuisance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  .  .  .  .  .  .  227 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  92 

Shops  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  199 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Outworkers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Keeping  of  Animals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sanitary  Accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


2,935 

Defects  Remedied  : 

Burst  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Dustbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Fireplaces  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Flooring  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Plaster  work  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  .  .  ,  .  . .  5 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Scullery  sinks  replaced  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Set  pots  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Wall  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Waste  pipes  repaired  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

W.C.  apparatus  overhauled 
Window  cords  renewed 
Windows  overhauled 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Yard  gully  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Chimney  Pot  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Concrete  steps  repaired  . .  . .  . .  .  .  2 
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HOUSING 

STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1957 


Houses  Completed  during  the  year. 

With  state 
assistance. 

Unaided 

T  otal 

By  Local  Authority 

11S 

— 

118 

By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

80 

— 

80 

By  Private  Persons 

— 

387 

387 

Total  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  District .  .  8,370 


Closing  or  Demolition  : 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  clearance  area  .  .  30 

(b)  Houses  demolished  not  in  clearance  area  .  .  2 

(c)  Houses  closed  not  demolished  .  .  .  .  26 

(d)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued 

as  dwellings  and  not  included  above  Nil. 

Repairs  : 


Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  By  informal  action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  76 

(b)  By  owners,  following  statutory  action  .  .  15 

(c)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(d)  Demolition  Order  revoked  after  reconstruction  Nil 

(e)  Houses  in  clearance  areas  patched  for  tempor¬ 

ary  accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949  Number  of 

Separate  Houses. 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 

during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

(b)  Application  rejected  .  .  .  .  .  .  t 

(c)  Applications  approved  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

(d)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per 

house  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  £107 

(e)  Total  number  of  applications  approved  in 

your  area  since  inception  of  scheme  169 

Local  Authority  Houses  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  L.A.  2,67b 

(b)  Number  of  temporary  dwellings  in  the  above 

(a)  Prefabs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  120 

(b)  Huts,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  outstanding  applications  for 

Council  Houses  on  Authority's  list  at  end 

of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,087 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

48 

_ 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

39 

37 

_ 

_ _  1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

9 

12 

1 

i 

Total 

56 

97 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro¬ 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remed¬ 

ied 

Referred 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

:  H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

- — - 

— 

— • 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  re-  ! 

lating  to  Outwork) 

! 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  .  . .  i 

| 

2 

2 

. 

— 

- — - 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 

OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  Out-workers  in 
August  list  required  by 
Sect.  no(I)  (c) 

Wearing  apparel 

(Making,  etc.) 

i 

Carding,  etc., 

of  buttons,  etc. 

1 

l 

Total 

2 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  following  return  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  relating  to  action  taken  during  the 
year  ended  March,  1957. 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Unsound  food  :  Surrendered. 

Fishcakes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Mincemeat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  lbs. 

Pork  brawn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ij  lbs. 

Pork  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4!  lbs. 

Sausage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14J  lbs. 

Tongue .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  J  lbs. 

Beef  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  48 |  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55  J  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7I  lbs. 

Canned  Food  (Miscellaneous)  .  .  .  .  .  .  195  tins 

Ham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  307  lbs. 

Stewing  Steak .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  lbs. 

Chopped  Pork.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 1  lbs. 

MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  .  .  .  .  40 

ICE-CREAM  PREMISES. 

Number  on  Register  at  commencement  of  year  .  .  56 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  57 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  3 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  shops  where  food  is  handled  .  .  .  .  116 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  section  16, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : 

Butcher  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Fried  Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Ice-cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

Mussells  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 
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